Copyright @ 1987 By Roy Goldman

Special thanks to Clifford Gross, Robert Lee,
Bill Sheppard, Craig Steiner, and Chris Wareham.

Daisy-Dot II is in the public domain and may be freely
distributed in its original form.

All donations will be thankfully accepted. For contributions of
$10 and above, one will receive the Daisy-Dot II disk and full
printed documentation. Send all correspondence to:

Roy Goldman
2440 South Jasmine
Denver, CO 80222

INTRODUCTION

Daisy-Dot II (DDII) is a complete environment for printing near
letter quality text with Epson and Star compatible printers.
Based on the original Daisy-Dot, the tremendous quality of
DDII's output and the many new formatting features infinitely
improve the printing capabilities of your Atari 8 bit system.

The DDII system consists of three independent programs, written
in C with machine language routines. The DDII Print Processor
(DDIIPP) is the main program, from which text files are printed
out. The DDII Font Editor (DDIIFE) is a full-featured editor

for designing and editing DDII fonts. The DDII Font Utilites
program (DDIIFU) converts standard Atari fonts to DDII format
(the original wversion of this utility was written in BASIC by
Robert Lee) and also creates italicized wversions of existing
fonts.
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COMPATIBILIY
DDII supports the following system configurations:
-— Atari 400/800/800XKL/800KL/1200KL/B5E/130KE with minimum 48K

-—- Epson ER/FE/JH/LE/ME III/RE 9 pin printers
-=- Star Gemini/SG/NP/NE 2 pin printers

-- DOS 2.5, SpartalD0S, SmartD0S, MyD0S, and most other DOS's

DAISY-DOT IT PRINT PROCESSOR

The DDIIPF prints out text files in near letter gquality using a
variety of proportional fonts. DDII uses a special technigque of
making two passes for each printed line. After the first pass,
the page is advanced minimally and then a second pass fills in
the gaps. This wvaries from standard double striking in that
each pass is not identical, but is a different set of formatted
text. The result is high density text that is difficult to
distinguish from that of a typewriter or laser printer.

Many formatting features are awvailable from a menu or can be
implemented through commands that you type inside the text file.
These powerful options include the ability to select the pages

of a file to be printed, set the number of copies, chain text

files together, change fonts within a file, set graphic density,
change horizontal spacing, center lines, fully justify text,

block text to the right, underline text, print double-width

text, print in boldface, set proportional tabs for tables or

charts, and include pictures within your text.

DDIIPF will work with almost any word/text processor, including
PaperClip, AtariWriter Plus, Elent's First Word Processor, and
the public domain Textpro, which is awvailable through user
groups, BBS's, or from me for $5 (to cover costs).

RUNNING THE PROGRAM

Included with DDII is Atari DOS 2.5, If you wish to use a
different DOS, copy the desired DOS files to the disk. The
DDIIPF is on Side 1 of the DDII disk as an "AUTORUN.SYS" file,
When booting, after DOS loads, DDIIFPP loads automatically.
After loading, drive 1 is scanned for either of two printer
configuration files. Two files exist on your disk under the
name "STAR.CNF" and "MECNF". If you are using a Star
GFemini/S&, rename "STAR.CNF" to "STAR". Some newer Star
printers are 100% Epson compatible; experiment, and if this is
the case, configure DDII for standard Epsons and NOT for Star
printers. If your printer is an Epson MEXE III, rename the
"MHECNF" file to "MK". DDIIPF searches only for files with



12/87 DATSY-DOT TT Page 3

these names, and disregards their contents. Thus, any file with
the correct name will work. If neither of these configuration
files is located on the disk, DDIIPP will configure itself for
Epson EX/FE/JH/LE/REK models. If you are using a different Epson
compatible, experiment to see which, if any, configuration suits
your printer.

The DDIIPF file may also be loaded with the 'Binary Load' option
from DOS menus or in command form with SpartaD0OS.

FONT ENTRY

When the DDIIFFP executes, you are first prompted to enter the
name of the DD font you wish to print the text file with. Enter
1-8 for a directory. Type in the "Dn:" if the font is on a

drive other than 1. The "NLQ" extender doesn't need to be

typed in. If a file other than a DD font is entered, DDIIPP
responds with Error #3999 (this occurs in all DDII programs).

DDII fonts are entirely compatible with fonts from the original
Daisy-Dot. New fonts may be created or existing ones edited
with the DDII Font Editor. Atari fonts can be converted to DDIT
format or existing DDII fonts can be italicized with the DDII
Font Utilities program. The following fonts are included on

Side 1 of the DDII disk:

ARCIFORM.NLQ
MEPEE ()+ — /0123456789;;<=>7RABCOEFGHIJKLM
NOPRRSTUVWXYZL™ _abcderghiJkimnopgrstuuiuxyzl

BLOCK.NLO
MEGES (¥~ /BI2THEETES;;<=>TERBCDEFGHI JKLM
NOPORSTUUWRYZE™ _abcdefghijkimnopgrstuvwxyz!

BORDERS.NLO
s §lAECC Q=S EROPT AP B+ QNS HT SBI S MA AL OALGAYaSTEAY

ERCADWAY .NLG By BE. Sheppard
1"# 88L& '()*+,-./012345678I:;<=>T@ABCDEFGHIJKLM
NOFORSTUVWXY ZL " _abcdefghijklmnopqarstuvwxyzl

GATSEY.NLG Ry C. BGross
S HNE( k=, 01234956789 <E7ECARCDEFGHIJEKIIT
HOPLGQESTUVWXTYZL N mabocderfahi jklrmnoparstuvwxyzl

OHIO.NLO
afAL&'Ox+,~./0123456789:;<=>?CABCDEFGHIJKLM
NOPQRSTUDWHYZL ™ _abedefghijklmnopqrstuvwxnyzl

OQLDENGNLEG By €. Gross
IMHEAL OXE,—. /0123456 28AI<=?EAREDEFGRITIRILM
NOPORET JUUXYZL ~mabedefghijklMnopqrstuvuxyzl
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DLDWEST.NLG
MREAE O+~ /DI23450788<=>7RARBCREFCHIJELM
NOPQRETUVIWEYZL —abcdefghijkimnoparatuwwayazl

ROMAN.NLQ
"#EAEE )%+, ~,/01234568789;;<=>7EFABCDEFGHIJKLM
NOPARSTUVWEYZL"~abcdefghijklmnopgrstuvwxyzl

SALOONNLO By C. Gross
"B AE ' ONE,— /01283486878 <=07CABCDEFGHIJK s M
NOPORETUVWXYZLA~—_abcdefghildklMnorarstuvwxyzl

SANSERIF.NLG
MEERE ()%+,—,/01234567839:;<=>7EABCDEFGHIJKLM
NOPGRSTUVWXYZL™ _abcdefghijkimnoparstuvwxyzl

SCR1PT.NLQ
"EEE& 0¥+~ /0123456789:,;<=>?CABCDEFGH1TIKLM
NOPQRSTUPWXUZL” _.abcdefghijkRlmnopqgrsturwxyzl

SUB.NLQ
I"BSHa Oy~ /BLEIHMSETESH{=)PEABCOEFGHIJKLM
NORPQRSTUVWXYZCL" ABCOEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVKWXY Z]

SURPER.NLQ
MBGHA QM- /RLEAHSETERIN(=7EABCOEFGHIJKLM
NOFPQRSTUUWXYZC" _ABCOEFGHIJKLMNOPQARSTUUWXYZI

TEET FILENAME ENTRY

After the font loads into memory, you are prompted for the text
file you wish to print. Enter 1-8 for a corresponding

directory. Again, include the "Dn:" if the file is not on drive

1. No extender is assumed nor appended to your entry. The
specified file is not accessed at this point.

WHAT IS A TEKT FILE?

Text files used by DDII should be preformatted with a word
processor through a "Print to Disk" function. This is different
from saving the file in that when saving a file, the text is
stored exactly as it is in your word processor's buffer (no
margins added, lines aren't divided according to margins, etec..
Howewver, when printing to disk, the resulting file is perfectly
formatted, just like output to the printer. The following are
instructions for printing to disk with common word/text
processors:

PAPERCLIP - Use the [CTRLJ] CSHIFTI LCOJ (letter 0) command. At
the prompt for the output dewvice, enter the name of the desired
output file. Answer 'N' to the prompt about sending control
characters. Answer the remaining prompts however you wish.
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ATARIWRITER PLUS - First select item 'P' from the main menu to
print. When it asks if it should print to the printer, reply

'N'. Type in the name of the desired output disk file (with the
"Dn:". Next, select item 'C' from the printer selection menu,

the Atari 1027 (no matter what printer you really own). Answer
the following prompts as desired.

ELENT'S FIRST WORD PROCESSOR - Select the print function from
the main menu. Reply 'I' when it asks whether to print to
printer, screen, or disk. Type in the desired filename and
enter the following prompts as desired.

TEXTPRO - Use the command L[CTRL] P' and type in the filename
for desired output. Make sure you type "Dn" with the filename.

The DDIIPF prints only the 891 standard keyvboard generated
characters. Any control or inverse characters are ignored.

If the selected file is not a text file, DDII will most likely
not even attempt to print it.

Check the Question and Answer section for more text file tips.

GLOBAL FORMATTING

Once a font has been loaded and a text file has been specified,
the global formatting menu is displayed. The menu is used to
change the format, or appearance, of the output. Formatting
options selected from this menu remain fixed throughout the
entire printout unless changed locally by commands that you
include within your text, as discussed later.

The first letter of each awvailable option is highlited. Press
the corresponding letter to change the option. The current
value is displayed to the right of each menu option. The
following are all the formatting choices awvailable from this
menu:

CFIONT

Press 'F' to change the current font. From the prompt, pressing
1-8 and [RETURN] will display a disk directory of the
corresponding drive. To retain the font in memory press
CRETURN]. Otherwise, type in the name of the desired font; it
will load into memory.

CTIEET FILE

Press 'T' to change the text file to be printed. Enter 1-8 and
CRETURN] iff a directory is desired. Press [RETURNI at the
prompt to retain the current filename or type in the new one.
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CDJENSITY

Press 'D' to cycle through the awvailable graphic densities. If
you are using a non-ME Epson or Star printer, four densities are
availlable: single (density 1), double (2), double draft (3),

and gquadruple (4). If DDII is configured for an Epson MK
printer, only single and double density are awvailable.

Density is the term for describing how close together dots are
printed. Single density allows a maximum of 480 dots per line.
Double density can accommodate up to 3880 dots per line. Double
draft density is also based on 380 columns per line; it is
faster than normal double density, but can't print consecutive
adjacent dots. Guadruple density prints up to 1920 columns per
line, but it too can't print adjacent dots in the same row.

Because density affects the distance between each column of
dots, the size of characters and the amount of page space used
varies. For example, double density text is twice the width of
and takes up twice as much horizontal space as the same text
printed in quadruple density. Likewise, single density text
appears twice as wide as double density text.

For most practical purposes, you will want to use double density
(density 2). This density, which is the default density,

provides the most feasible size and accuracy for the majority of
tasks. The main body of this documentation is in double
density. Single density is a good choice when very wide
characters are desired, or maybe when you want to fill up a page
with text formatted in 40 columns. Double draft density is a
good choice when you need a guick prinout, as it is twice as
fast as regular double density. Guadruple density can be used
for fitting a bunch of characters on one line. Guadruple
density works best with fonts without much detail, such as
Sans—-Serif or Block.

single Density (Denrnsitxy 12
Double Density (2)
3Double Draft Density (3)
dhuadruple Density (4)

CSIPACING

Press 'S' to change the character spacing, or the number of
blank columns between each character. This value can be
anywhere from 0 to 20 columns. Enter the new spacing value and
press [RETUREN] or press only [RETURNI] to keep the current wvalue.

In general, a spacing value of 2 to 4 is most practical. The
default spacing value is 2 columns (as is the main body of this
documentation)






